
Volume 2 Issue 11       Sunday, October 29, 2017

What if?
What if students were able to 
work on a skill or concept until 
they had mastered it, instead of 
getting a bad grade, or not 
fully understanding, only to 
move on to the next skill or 
concept because a tradition-
al school classroom dictates 
that all, or most, students 
progress at the same pace?

What if teachers had better 
access to detailed informa-
tion about each student, 
their strengths and weak-
nesses and how they learn 
best?

What if students could move on 
to the next skill or concept or 
dive more deeply into a topic 
when they were ready, instead of 

sitting through lessons and tak-
ing tests over material that they 
already know?

What if students had more say 
in the way they learned and how 
they demonstrated that they had 
learned something?

What if students who required 
extra support from the teacher 
could get this support individu-

ally or in a small group im-
mediately when it is needed, 
instead of waiting until they 
are failing a class?

What if students spent less 
time preparing for high-
stakes testing and more 
time on problem-solving, 
critical thinking, meaningful 
projects and collaboration?

What if teachers were able 
to spend more of their time 
working with individual stu-

dents on specific needs instead of 
moving the whole class together 
through a standard curriculum?
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SMS Student Spotlight
Kaela Hamilton is an 8th Grade 
student on the Silver Snakes 
team. Kaela recently attended 
a mission trip to Globe, Arizona 
with Faith and Works Ministry 
where she aided in the con-
struction of a home on the 
Apache reservation. She also 
assisted with a bus ministry 
with the children on the reser-
vation.  This past summer Kaela 
starred in her role as Shirley in 
the Maysville Players produc-
tion of Junie B Jones.  She also 
participated in the Lexington 
Children’s Theatre drama camp 
at SMS that concluded with the 
performance of Percy Jackson and the Lightening Thief. We are su-
per proud of this young lady and all of her accomplishments. Keep 
being #FCSBold!!

“The will to win, the desire to succeed, 
the urge to reach your full potential... 
these are the keys that will unlock the 
door to personal excellence.” 

-Confucius

MONDAY

Break Day (Cougar Coach 
Meetings)

Picture Retakes

Admin Team Meeting @ 
8:30

Simons Middle School will host a 
Veterans’ Day Ceremony on Friday, 
November 10th at 8:30 AM in the 
Auditorium to honor those who 
have served in the armed forces.  
There will be patriotic selections 
from our choir and band as well 
as a picture display of family and 
friends to pay tribute to their 
sacrifice. Please join us for this 
special event.

WEDNESDAY

No Faculty Meeting (Use this 
time for team meetings)

School Culture & Resources 
Committee Meeting - 3:30 in 
the Library

THURSDAY

PLC Day (7th Grade and Health 
& PE)

KEA Meeting - SS Entertainment 
at 4:30 (Legislatures will be there 
to discuss discuss the pension 
issue)

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

Last week in Pictures

TUESDAY

Nothing of Note

Just a reminder, any assignment that you have given 
students in Canvas MUST have a due date. Assignments 
that do not have due dates WILL NOT be calculated in 
the grade shown in Canvas. Please let me know if you 
have any questions about this.

The window for the Student Voice Survey begins on 
Wednesday November 1st. As part of Fleming County 
Schools’ Certified Evaluation Plan, teachers administer 
the student voice survey to at least one class. We will 
be administering the survey building wide on Wednes-
day November 8th. You may select the class you would 
like to administer it to. Next week we will send out the 
implied consent waivers to all students, so you will 
not need to worry about that. Sometime before next 
Wednesday you will receive a link for your survey from 
Mrs. Eldridge. Just save that link until the 8th at which 
time you will administer the survey. I have placed more 
information about the Student Voice Survey in Canvas 
for you to review.  Let me know if you have any ques-
tions or concerns.

Staff Reminders
Our first Exhibition Night is coming up (3 weeks from Monday). Please 
let Mrs. Wilson or I know when your next team meeting is scheduled.  We 
would like to attend so that we know your plans for that night and how 
we can better support you and your students to help make it a success-
ful event. I am really looking forward to seeing what our students have 
been working on.

Please remember to update your grades in Infinite Campus. Grade checks 
take place every Monday morning and parents are keeping a close eye on 
student progress. Also, if you are contacted by parents, please make every 
effort to respond to them within 24 hours by either email or phone call.

The Patriot’s Pen program is open to students in grades 6-8 (on the October 31 deadline), 
who are enrolled in a public, private or parochial school or home study program in the Unit-
ed States and its territories. This VFW-sponsored youth essay competition gives students 
an opportunity to write essays expressing their views on an annual patriotic theme. The 
national winners will receive at least $500. The first-place national award is currently $5,000 
plus an all-expense paid trip to Washington, D.C., for the winner and a parent or guardian.
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Mrs. Stacey Fite is an 8th Grade English Language Arts Teacher on 
the Silver Snakes Team.  She resides in Tollesboro with her husband 
Jay who also teaches Language Arts and is the Head Girls Basketball 
coach at Lewis County High School.  Their daughter Jaycey is a fresh-
man basketball player at Kentucky Christian University.  Mrs. Fite has 

worked at Simons Middle School for 14 years as 
both a 7th and 8th Grade ELA Teacher.  Stacey has 
participated in and led several building and district 
initiatives that have produced amazing results in 
student achievement.  She also serves in various 
leadership roles at SMS including the Chair Person 
for the Curriculum and Instruction Committee.  Mrs. 
Fite is a literacy role model in our building and we 
certainly appreciate all she does to ensure her stu-
dents are successful and ready for the next level. 
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FRIDAY

Break Day Schedule

EXHIBITION NIGHT

Join us for our first ever Exhibition Night. 
Students will share their learning with 
authentic audiences as we provide them 
with an opportunity to share their story, 
reflect on their growth, and engage in real 
dialogue with others about their learning 
and their futures. 

SMS Staff Spotlight

Do you have an interesting story to tell that we can include in next week’s Cougar Connection?  
Email us at jesse.bacon@fleming.kyschools.us

What if students and their fami-
lies had a more accurate picture 
of what each student knew and 
was about to do instead of just 
a report card with an A-F letter 
grade in each subject at the end 

of the quarter?

What if all students had access 
to the high-quality learning op-
portunities, regardless of their 
zip code?

What if students were able to 
learn out in their communities 
and not just in the confines of 
the classroom walls?

Personalized learning makes all 
of this possible. Personalized 
learning tailors learning to each 
student’s strengths, needs and 
interests. Students have “voice 
and choice” in determining 
what, how, when and where the 
learning occurs. Teachers pro-
vide the flexibility and supports 

to ensure mastery of the high-
est standards possible.
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